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DETAILED ACTION 

The amendment received on October 24, 2007 is acknowledged and entered. 
Claims 1, 12, 23 , 34 and 45 have been amended. Claims 3-4, 6-11, 14-15, 17-22, 
25-26, 28-33, 36-37, 39-44, 47-48 and 50-55 have been canceled. No claims have 
been added. Claims 1-2, 5, 12-13, 16, 23-24, 27, 34-35, 38, 45-46, 49, and 56 are 
currently pending. 

Response to Amendment and Arguments 

Applicant's argument, see REMARKS, filed October 24, 2007, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1,12, 23, 34, and 45 under 103(a) have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon 
further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Sasaki et al. (JP 
2000/163488) in view of Downs et al. (US Patent Number 6,574,609)., 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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1. Claims 1-2, 12-13, 23-24, 34-35, and 45-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable by Sasaki et aL (JP 2000/163488) in view of Downs et al. (US 
Patent Number 6,574,609). 

As per claims 1,12, 23, 34, and 45, Sasaki et al. disclose discloses a content 
distribution system including a creator terminal, a distribution server and a client 
terminal, and configured such that said creator terminal provides a content item to said 
distribution server, and said distribution server stores the provided content item and 
supplies the stored content item to said client terminal in response to a request from 
said client terminal, wherein said creator terminal comprises charge processing means 
for charging a fee to a user of said client terminal when the content item stored in said 
distribution server is supplied to said client terminal (paragraphs [0034]-[0038]); and 

distribution processing means for distributing a portion of the charged fee back to 
a registered user of said creator terminal who has provided the content item (paragraph 
[0039]). 

Sasaki et al. do not expressly disclose content item transmitting means for 
transmitting a content item for an examining purpose to said distribution server; 
authoring tool requesting means for requesting an authoring tool to said distribution 
server, the authoring tool being used for converting into a predetermined format a 
content item supplied from said creator terminal to said distribution server; and 
uploading means for uploading a content item by using the authoring tool provided by 
said distribution server to upload the converted content item; and wherein said 
distribution server comprises content item storing means for storing the content item for 
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an examining purpose transmitted from the creator terminal; registration permitting 
means for permitting creator registration on the basis of a judgment by an operator of 
the distribution server when the stored content item for an examining purpose is higher 
than a predetermined level and for transmitting permission for creator registration to 
said creator terminal; and authoring tool provision means for providing, in response to a 
request from said creator terminal, an authoring tool to said creator terminal when 
permission for creator registration is given to said creator terminal. 

However, Iwata et al. disclose a computer system that includes a microprocessor 
and a memory that stores the computer program, wherein the computer system 
achieves the functions of the video editing apparatus 10 by executing the computer 
program stored in the memory using the microprocessor; and a separated computer 
system by delivering the recording medium, which stores the computer program or the 
digital signals, to the separated computer system or transferring the computer program 
or the digital signals to the separated computer system via the network (paragraphs 
[0249]-[0250], also see FIGS. 4-5 and 1 5). 

Iwata et al. further disclose the usage condition input unit 115 receives user 1 
designations of a distribution pattern, an encryption necessity, a picture quality, a 
validity, a broadcast date and time, and an upper limit (step S201) and writes the user 1 
designations into the usage condition table 351 stored in the usage condition storing 
unit 114 (step S202)(paragraph [0198]); and the video data storing unit 104 is achieved 
by the hard disc unit and stores at least one pair of a video data piece and a video data 
identifier. The video data piece is a data piece where digital moving picture signals 
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and audio signals have been compressed and encoded, and the video data identifier is 
used to identify the video data piece. FIG. 3 shows a state where a plurality of 
pairs of video data pieces and video data identifiers are stored in the video 
data storing unit 104. Here, each video data piece includes a representative 
picture data piece (col. 4, lines 7-18). 

Downs et al. disclose a registration permitting means for permitting creator 
registration on the basis of a judgment by an operator of the distribution server when the 
stored content item for an examining purpose is higher than a predetermined level and 
for transmitting permission for creator registration to said creator terminal (see FIG 8, 
[ref 810]). Downs et al. further discloses the preprocessing parameters can be retrieve 
from the Database 160 of the Content Provider(s) automatically. Referring now 
to FIG. 13 is a flow diagram of a method to automatically set the Preprocessing 
and Compression parameters of the Preprocessing and Compression Tool of FIG. 
8 according to the present invention. In this embodiment the Content 1 1 3 is 
music. In step 1301, music (Content 113) is selected to be encoded in Content 
Processing Tool 155. The genre of the music selected is determined, step 1302. 
This can be entered manually or by using other meta data available, such as the 
additional data retrieved from the process described in FIG. 12. The audio 
compression level and audio compression algorithms selected are than examined, 
step 1303. Next, a lookup is made by genre, compression settings and 
compression algorithms of what compression parameters should be used in the 
Preprocessing and Compression Process 809, 1304 3. Content Quality Control 
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Tool (col. 62, line 26-col. 63, line 7) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the invention of Sasaki et al. to include the 
features of Downs et al. in order to provide the user the ability to create and/or screen 
content before storing it in order to maintain a high standard or quality. 

As per claims 2, 13, 24-25, 35, and 46, Sasaki et al. disclose a content 
distribution system, wherein the content item is a piece of music, and said distribution 
server further comprises copyright processing means for executing processing in 
relation to copyright of a content item supplied from said creator terminal to said 
distribution server (paragraphs [0045], [0055]). 

As per claim 56, Sasaki et al. disclose a content distribution system according to 
claim 1, said creator terminal further comprising: 

ID number requesting means for requesting the ID number to the distribution 
server; and 

ID number receiving means for receiving the ID number transmitted from the 
distribution server and for storing the ID number (see claims 6-8); 

wherein said content item transmitting means transmits the content item for an 
examining purpose together with the ID number to said distribution server, and said 
distribution server further comprising: 

ID number allotting means for allotting the ID number to said creator terminal to 



Application/Control Number: 09/916,495 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3628 

transmit the ID number in response to the request for the ID number from said creator 
terminal (see paragraphs [0022]-[0026]). 

As per claim 57, Sasaki et al. disclose a content distribution system according to 
claim 1, said creator terminal further comprising authoring tool requesting means for 
requesting an authoring tool to said distribution server, the authoring tool being used for 
converting into a predetermined format the content item supplied from said creator 
terminal to said distribution server (paragraphs [0054]-[0059]); and 

uploading means for converting content item by using the authoring tool provided 
by said distribution server to upload the converted content item; and said distribution 
server further comprising authoring tool provision means for providing, in response to a 
request from said creator terminal, an authoring tool to said creator terminal when 
permission for creator registration is given to said creator terminal ([0054]-[0059]). 

2. Claims 5, 16, 27, 38, and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sasaki et al. (JP 2000163488) in view of Lin et al. (Patent Number 
6,366,791). 

As per claims 5, 16, 27, 38, and 49, Sasaki et al. do not disclose a content 
distribution system according to claim 1, wherein said client terminal is a phone, and 
said content item is a piece of music used on the phone. 

However, Lin et al. discloses that it should be understood that prior to allowing 
the mobile subscriber to access the subscriber record 28, the identity of the mobile 
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subscriber is first authenticated. Fees for each musical score 55 can be displayed to 
the mobile subscriber on the computer 21, and acceptance of these fees provided by 
the mobile subscriber to the network operator via the web page 45 prior to initiating 
downloading of the selected musical score(s) 55 (col. 3, lines 60-65); and that the 
downloading of ringing tone patterns 65 to MSs 20 can be implemented within any type 
of cellular system (col. 4, lines 30-38). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the invention of Sasaki et al. to include the 
feature of Lin et al. in order to permit the user to download music to handheld terminals. 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Freda A. Nelson whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7076. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 9:00 am -5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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